




































































to expand 
self-service. 
was the 46th 
Bayless chain 

by promoting his father's principles of 
By the time of his death in 1967, the chain 

largest in the country with 47 stores. The A.J. 
was only recently sold. 

Although chain grocery stores existed in Phoenix as early as 
1922, none were listed in the City Directories until after 
1925. By 1930, 50 chain stores were listed. The number 
shrank to 35 by 1935, due to the Depression. Of the chain 
grocery stores once so prolific in Phoenix, only eight retain 
sufficient integrity to merit attention in the survey as 
individual buildings. The Spanish Colonial Revival 
Pay'n Takit No.5 (277-1), built in 1927, has been determined 
eligible by the National Register as an exemplary example of 
its class. The building was designed by Lescher and Mahoney, 
prominent Pho enix architects. Two other Pay'n Takit stores, 
Nos. 13 and 2 5 (294-3 and 267-8), were both built in 1928 and 
are repr e senta tive examples of typical chain grocery stores. 

From the J.B. Bayless chain, only store No.7 ( 9-2) survive s 
with integrity. This store was built in 1928 and is typical 
of its class. Two stores represent the Piggly wiggly chain 
(1-2 and 58-3). Built in 1928 and 1929, the buildings typify 
the simple chain store in its ideal location for automobile 
exposure in a strip commercial context. 

Only one Clarence Saunders store was located in the survey 
area. Built in 1929 as Store No.7 (41-2), the store was one 
of three which opened that year and was in operation only 
briefly. It became A.J. Bayless No.3 in 1932. 

A.J. Bayless Store No.1 (46-18) represents that chain ' in the 
survey. Originally built as the Five Points Cash Grocery, 
the building became A.J. Bayless No.1 in 1930. The building 
is a good example of its class and exemplifies the qualities 
of the auto-dependent chain grocery store in Phoenix. 

centralized complex of auto-dependent 
of the present shopping center, was 

Usually located on a prominent 
featured auto parking, a wide range 

(barber, beauty shop, cleaners, 
a large grocery store, often one of a 
of these complexes remain in Phoenix, 

The Mission Rev i val Publix Market 

By the late 1920s, the 
stores, the forerunner 
developing in Phoenix. 
corner, these complexes 
of shopper services 
pharmacist, etc.) and 
chain. Two examples 
both built in 1929. 
(262-4) was privately owned with most o f t h e o ccupants named 
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FIGURE 43 STRIP COMMERCIAL 

Hurl ey Building (276-1), (1984). 

Publix, including the grocery store. This complex was the 
first to feature a front parking lot with the L-shaped 
building at the back of the lot. The Publix Market has been 
determined eligible for the National Register. The Hurley 
Building (276-1), located on two arterials, featured a Pay'n 
Takit Market with other small shops and parking at curbside. 
The complex is typical of its class and retains high 
integrity. 

Tourist Courts 

Strip commercial development in Phoenix reflected the impact 
of increased auto use within the city. Part of that 
development, however, was related to the growth of tourism 
nationwide that began in the early 1900s and blossomed during 
the 1920s as more Americans began traveling the country in 
their private cars. In Arizona, tourism was heavily promoted 
by cities to boost their economies. Sunshine and climate 
became valuable commodities to be advertised and sold as 
products of Arizona. 

The tourist court (a.k.a auto court, tourist camp) was the 
forerunner of today's motel. In Phoenix, such camps 
proliferated during the late 1920s to accomodate winter 
visitors and tourists. Starting with one court in 1921, the 
city had only two by 1925, but boasted of 53 by 1930 and 84 
by 1935 . These camps offered homestyle living at reasonable 
prices and helped make it possible for the average working 
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FIGURE 44 STRIP COMMERCIAL 
King's Rest Hotel Motor Court (63-8), (1984). 

American to have a vacation away from home. 

Of the dozens of tourist camps which once thrived along the 
highways into the city, four are included in this nomination 
as the best of their class and as representative of tourist 
courts as they existed. The epitome of the tourist courts 
remaining in Phoenix is the King's Rest Hotel Motor Court 
(63-8), built in 1937. This court was designed in a Spanish 
Colonial Revival style with Mediterranean influences. It is 
an exemplary model of the 1930s tourist court, retains high 
integrity and is of exceptional merit to the nomination. 

The oldest of the remaining tourist courts is the P.J. 
Shaughnessey Tourist Court (278-5), which occupied a 
prominent location at 15th Avenue and Grand, on the road into 
Phoenix from Wickenburg. This collection of cottages, 
originally complete with grocery store, epitomizes the 
concept of early tourist courts, each cabin identical to the 
next and all cabins lined up in rows. This court opened in 
1926 and is little altered. 

The Rose Tourist Camp (267-3), begun in 1929, also retains 
its early configuration. The cabins are arranged in a 
U-shape with the offices in the central area. The Rose is 
presently a motel. Dick's Court (228-7) was built around 
1930. Its bungalow-style cabins are relatively unaltered 
from their original co~dition and are repr esentative of their 
class. The court continues to be touris t-or iented. 
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